
Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Archaeology, Brno

So
lv

in
g 

St
on

e 
A

ge
 p

uz
zl

es
:  

Fr
om

 a
rt

ef
ac

ts
 a

nd
 si

te
s t

ow
ar

ds
 a

rc
ha

eo
lo

gi
ca

l i
nt

er
pr

et
at

io
ns

DVS
26



Solving Stone Age puzzles: 
From artefacts and sites towards 

archaeological interpretations

Adrián Nemergut – Martin Novák et al.



The Dolní Věstonice Studies Vol. 26

© Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Archaeology, Brno; authors in alphabetical order: Amira Adaileh, Klára Augustinová, 
Jaroslav Bartík, Katalin T. Biró, Norbert Buchinger, Otto Cichocki, Yuri E. Demidenko, Jan Eigner, Thomas Einwögerer, 
Zdeněk Farkaš, Ivana Fridrichová-Sýkorová, Petr Gadas, Miloš Gregor, Mónika Gutay, Marc Händel, Bibiána Hromadová, 
Dušan Hutka, Katarína Kapustka, Katarzyna Kerneder-Gubała, Magda Kowal, Anna Kraszewska, Bronislava Lalinská-Voleková, 
Peter Mandák, Zsolt Mester, Ondřej Mlejnek, Martina Moravcová, Ladislav Nejman, Adrián Nemergut, Petr Neruda, 
Zdeňka Nerudová, Jan Novák, Martin Novák, Miriam Nývltová Fišáková, Jaroslav Peška, Béla Rácz, Tereza Rychtaříková, 
Martin Sabol, Alena Šefčáková, Peter Šefčík, Petr Šída, Jakub Skłucki, Petr Škrdla, Marián Soják, Ivo Světlík, Csaba Tóth, 
Paweł Valde-Nowak, David Vích, Martin Vlačiky, Matthew Walls, Ondrej Žaár
In the matter of copyright, each author is responsible for the illustrations (and other materials) published.

ISBN 978-80-7524-080-4 (print)
ISBN 978-80-7524-081-1 (online; pdf)

DOI 10.47382/dvs_26

ISSN 1801-7002

Published by
Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Archaeology, Brno 
Čechyňská 363/19, 602 00 Brno, Czech Republic, www.arub.cz

Center for Palaeolithic and Palaeoanthropology
Sklepní 25, 691 29 Dolní Věstonice, Czech Republic

The book was published with financial support of the Czech Academy of Sciences.

The Institutional support for the long-term conceptual development of a research
organisation RVO: 68081758 – Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Archaeology, Brno.

Translation and proofreading: Sean Mark Miller, Milan Rydvan, Matúš Benkovič and authors
Managing editors: Martina Kudlíková, Markéta Kamenská
Editorial support: Hedvika Břínková, Jakub Knobloch, Ondřej Herčík
Graphic design: Pixle
Print: Azu design, s. r. o., Bayerova 805/40, 602 00 Brno, Czech Republic

Brno 2024

Cover: Middle Paleolithic travertine site of Hôrka-Ondrej (Slovakia) excavated 
by Ľubomíra Kaminská in 1987–1992 and 1995. Photo by E. Javorská.



Solving Stone Age puzzles: 
From artefacts and sites towards 

archaeological interpretations

Adrián Nemergut – Martin Novák et al.

Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Archaeology, Brno
Brno 2024



The Dolní Věstonice Studies Vol. 26
Studies in Palaeoanthropology and Palaeoethnology of Eurasia 

Series editor 
Sandra Sázelová

Founding editor
Jiří Svoboda

Editorial board
Dr. Philip Nigst, Austria
Assoc. Prof. Kerstin Pasda, Germany
Dr. Laurent Klaric, France
Prof. David Strait, USA
Dr. Bibiana Hromadová, France

Reviewers 
Dr hab. Jarosław Wilczyński
Dr hab. György Lengyel, PhD

The Dolní Věstonice Studies Vol. 26



This monograph is dedicated  
to Ľubomíra Kaminská



Contents

Authors Article title P.

List of contributors 7

Preface 13

1 Martin Novák Introduction. Unlocking the doors... A guide through the landscape 
of Stone Age puzzles

15

2 Ivana Fridrichová-Sýkorová Landscape of the Acheulian huntsmen 25

3 Amira Adaileh Terra incognita? 
A brief overview of the Paleolithic settlement in the Nördlinger Ries

35

4 Katarína Kapustka, David Vích,  
Matthew Walls

Contribution to the Upper Paleolithic settlement of Eastern Bohemia 47

5 Otto Cichocki, Thomas Einwögerer, 
Norbert Buchinger, Marc Händel

Using charcoals to establish chronological inter-siterelations 
in the Upper Paleolithic – the Gösing-Setzergraben data

75

6 Paweł Valde-Nowak, Katarzyna Kerneder-Gubała, 
Magda Kowal, Anna Kraszewska, Jakub Skłucki

The problem of cave settlement in the Tatra Mountains massif: 
A case study of Obłazkowa Cave

89

7 Mónika Gutay, Zsolt Mester A new Middle Paleolithic assemblage from Gyöngyöstarján, 
Northern Hungary

97

8 Ondrej Žaár, Adrián Nemergut, Martina Moravcová, 
Peter Šefčík, Peter Mandák

New Early Upper Paleolithic site in Banka-Štepnica 2 
(Slovak Republic)

109

9 Petr Škrdla, Tereza Rychtaříková, Jaroslav Bartík, 
Klára Augustinová, Ivo Světlík, Jan Novák, 
Ladislav Nejman, Yuri E. Demidenko

Stone structure D: 
Fourth paved feature at Mohelno-Plevovce

127

10 Ondřej Mlejnek, Petr Gadas, Jaroslav Peška Stone artefacts from Hradisko near Kroměříž (Central Moravia, 
Czech Republic)

143

11 Petr Neruda, Jan Eigner, Petr Šída An unique Levallois core from Letky / Libčice nad Vltavou 
(Prague-West District, Central Bohemia, Czech Republic): 
The technological analysis and the revision of the context

169

12 Bibiána Hromadová, Marián Soják, Martin Sabol, 
Dušan Hutka

A new plain bone point find from prehistoric context 
in Kaderníkova 1 Cave (Tisovec, Slovakia)

187

13 Alena Šefčáková, Ondrej Žaár, 
Bronislava Lalinská-Voleková, Miloš Gregor

Gravettian female figurine – anthropogenically modified eolith 
from Trenčianske Bohuslavice in Slovakia

201

14 Zdeněk Farkaš Anthropomorphic Statuette of the Lengyel culture from Dlhá 215

15 Yuri E. Demidenko, Béla Rácz Lithic raw material sources and their exploitations during 
the Paleolithic in Transcarpathia (Ukraine): A newly proposed 
approach analysis

231

16 Katalin T. Biró The fly in the soup – problems in provenancing long distance items 245

17 Martin Sabol, Csaba Tóth, Martin Vlačiky Late Pleistocene mammal fauna from the travertine quarry 
in Santovka – Malinovec (Southern Slovakia)

257

18 Miriam Nývltová Fišáková Paleoecology and the migration of animals from Gravettian sites 
in the Middle Danube

283

19 Zdeňka Nerudová What do some findings of fauna indicate: Notes on the survival of 
mammoths and woolly rhinos at the end of the Last Glacial Maximum

295

20 Adrián Nemergut, Martin Novák “…instead of conclusion”. Commemoration of the Ľubomíra 
Kaminská life anniversary

303

Bibliography of Ľ. Kaminská 311

References 325



13

Dear readers,

It is with great joy and pride that we present to you the book “Solving Stone Age puzzles: From artefacts 
and sites towards archaeological interpretations”, which is the result of the collective efforts of leading 
Central European specialists in Paleolithic archaeology, Quaternary geology, anthropology, paleoeco-
logy and other related fields. This edited monograph gathers in 18 chapters a diverse set of knowledge 
that can be an inspiration for further research in the subject fields and demonstrates how putting 
together fragments of archaeological research, starting with a basic and patient study of archaeologi-
cal sources, can enrich our understanding of the life of people in the Stone Age.

The presented publication is a  tribute that pays homage not only to science and knowledge, but 
especially to an important personality who is still unstoppably dedicated to unravelling Paleolithic 
puzzles. That person is Ľubomíra Kaminská, a prominent Slovak archaeologist, whose work signifi-
cantly contributed to the expansion of our knowledge about the Paleolithic and Mesolithic settlement 
of Slovakia and Central Europe, and thus developed the research potential for future generations of 
not only Slovak Paleolithic researchers. To celebrate her 70th birthday, we, her colleagues, friends, 
and students, have decided to collect these contributions as a reflection of her immeasurable contri-
bution to the archaeological community and as an expression of our admiration and appreciation.

Teamwork is behind every success, so at this point we also want to express our sincere thanks to 
everyone who contributed to the creation of this monograph. Many thanks are owed to the review-
ers of the monograph as a whole and the reviewers of individual chapters. It was their professional 
comments and suggestions that made an invaluable contribution and significantly improved the 
final form of the monograph. In this regard, Jana Mellnerová-Šuteková deserves special thanks. Our 
thanks also go to our colleagues from the Palaeolithic Centre of the Institute of Archaeology of the 
Czech Academy of Sciences in Brno, Petr Škrdla and Vitali Usyk, who provided us with important sci-
entific feedback for some of the studies included in this book. Special thanks go out to Ondřej Herčík 
for the preparation and unification of the map materials, which enliven the book in many ways. No 
less important for us was the cooperation with the graphic studio Pixle, with Pavlína Doležalová 
and Filip Mond, whose creative touch gave our work visual excellence. We thank Sean Mark Miller, 
who proofread the text of the entire book, and also Matúš Benkovič and Milan Rydvan, who handled 
the translation of two chapters. Jakub Knobloch and Hedvika Břínková did an enormous amount of 
demanding work, especially related to the preparation and proofreading of the bibliography. And, 
last but not least, we must express our deep gratitude to the Brno Archaeological Institute’s editorial 
department, Markéta Kamenská and especially Martina Kudlíková, without whose tireless work, 
dedication, and consistent care, this book could never have seen the light of day.

We would also like to thank the many other people who are not named here, but whose contribution 
is equally valuable. The individual authors have mostly thanked them in their chapters. Each of you 
played a key role in this project. Together, we have created a work that we hope will be a source not only 
of new professional knowledge, but also inspiration for further research, questions, and discoveries.

On behalf of all the authors,
Martin Novák and Adrián Nemergut
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