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Preface

Stranska skala (SS) is an important term in many
scientific fields and, on a wider scale, can be charac-
terised at the very least as a site of European impor-
tance. Despite a number of recent interventions and
a growing allotment garden, the site retains a certain
genius loci. Incidentally, Stranska skdla was the first
archaeological site I visited upon becoming a uni-
versity student in the field of archaeology, although
I naturally could not have known at the time that
within a few years it would become one of the key
sites of my scientific interest focused on the research
of prehistoric exploitation and workshop areas. Sev-
eral additional coincidences, including occasional
surface surveys and assisting in a rescue excavation
in 2011 led over time to long-term systematic re-
search, which continues to this day. Four researchers
played a major role in my interest in Strdnska skdla -
L. Sebela, J. Kopacz, A. Prichystal and P. Skrdla, who
in 2015 asked me to work on the preparation of the
international Polish-Czech grant project The End of
the Stone Age on the Strdnskd skdla Hill in Brno — Lithic
Chipped Production or Optimalization? (Grant NCN
No. 2015/B/Hs3/00016), which was successfully real-
ized in 2016-2019. By that time, I was already working
on my PhD thesis on prehistoric workshop areas in
Moravia, and an enormous amount of newly acquired
material and data ultimately led me to focus the sub-
ject of my work on Strdnska skdla, albeit in the context
of broader spatial and chronological contexts. I would
like to express my gratitude to my supervisor M. Oliva
for his endless inspiration and valuable advice. De-
fended in 2020, my PhD thesis (Bartik 2020a) essen-
tially became a building block for this book, which

naturally contains many changes and a great deal of
new data, as research continues and Stranska skala
has become one of the key sites studied as part of my
post-doctoral project at the Institute of Archaeology
of the Czech Academy of Sciences in Brno, which has
supported the site since the beginning of the research.
In a sense, it can be said that there was also a certain
continuation of the institutional research tradition
that began here in the 1980s and 1990s under J. Svo-
boda, who, however, focused his interest primarily on
the Paleolithic settlement of the site.

The aim of this book was to create a comprehen-
sive summary of existing knowledge of post-Paleo-
lithic human activity at Stranskd skdla, with a particu-
lar focus on evidence of the extraction of local chert
and its subsequent knapping in workshop, or rather,
as it turned out, settlement-workshop areas. An effort
was therefore made to gain an understanding of the
very motives of extraction and the importance of the
processing and distribution of chert for prehistoric
societies of that time. This primary summary should
lead to the creation of a new archaeological model and
the formulation of hypotheses to be verified by fur-
ther research. Readers themselves will have to judge
the extent to which our goal was reached. The book
about Stranska skala is also the first of the planned
monographs in the series Prehistoric exploitation and
workshop areas in Moravia.

Given that the book was written in English,
I must warn foreign readers of several termino-
logical pitfalls, which must be explained here. The
most problematic issue is the different chronological
names for individual periods or affiliation of specific



archaeological cultures to them in various parts of
Europe. The reader must bear in mind that the books
employs periodisation systems valid in the Czech Re-
public (possibly in neighbouring countries), which
naturally do not correspond to Western European
terminology, which does not use the term Eneolithic,
but rather Late Neolithic. The term Chalcolithic is
more commonly used for this period in the south-
eastern parts of Europe. Chronological classification
can also be problematic, as some cultures that we
normally place in the Final Eneolithic can already
be classified in other parts of Europe in the Early
Bronze Age or, on the contrary, still in the Neolithic.
Chapter 8.2, which summarises the development of
post-Paleolithic activities at Stranskd skdla from the
perspective of absolute chronology through series
of radiocarbon dates, will help foreign readers make
sense of the mentioned terminological inconsisten-
cies and possible chronological correlations.

Over the past thirteen years, a great number of
people, a complete list of which cannot not even be
provided here, have helped me or otherwise partici-
pated to varying degrees in the research of Stranskd
skdla. In addition to the closest collaborators named
above, I would also like to thank several other re-
searchers who became co-authors of the book’s in-
dividual chapters. The chapter on the reconstruction
of the natural environment and partially also the
subsistence strategy of the prehistoric inhabitants
of Stranskd skala could not have been created with-
out paleobotanical analyses performed by J. Novak
and the analysis of malacofauna by S.Hladilov4. Sim-
ilarly, H. Nohdlovd (and previously also M. Nyvltova

Fidkov4) deserve credit for valuable information
on the species composition of domestic and hunted
animals from newly conducted research. I thank
P. Zitka for his tireless assistance with the imple-
mentation of archaeological experiments, the results
of which appear in Chapter 6. A growing number of
employees from the Institute of Archaeology of the
Czech Academy of Sciences in Brno have been in-
volved in the research of the site in recent years. My
heartfelt thanks go especially to D. Cibulka for con-
ducting a new geophysical measurement of the SS IV
location and M. Kmosek and his team for conserving
and analysing copper artefacts. Great thanks go to
J. Brenner, who is responsible for the majority of the
presented drawings. I thank M. Vlach for providing
data and advice in the ArcGIS environment. Excava-
tions at Strdnska skéla could not be conducted with-
out great assistance from a large group of friends
and especially archaeology students from the Insti-
tute of Archaeology and Museology of Masaryk Uni-
versity and other universities. Special thanks go to
D. Hons, A. Bedétiova (Cerevkova), T. Rychtatikova,
J. Maligkovd, M. Kmoskova (Zelikovd), K. Augusti-
novd, K. Dufka and many other enthusiasts and vol-
unteers from the general public.

Finally, I would like to thank both reviewers
for their comments on the text and the entire edito-
rial team headed by M. Kudlikovd, whose help with
translations, graphics and typesetting was essential
for the creation of this book.

Horni Bojanovice, November 2023
Jaroslav Bartik
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