il SBM

STUDIEN ZUM BURGWALL VON MIKULCICE

GREAT MORAVIAN SETTLEMENT
IN MIKULCICE-TRAPIKOV

AND ECONOMIC HINTERLAND
OF THE POWER CENTRE

Rural Economy, Centres and Organisational and Functional
Principles of Great Moravia

CENTRE

Craft Technology Food
Innovation

Manpower
Manpower Animals
Power and Subsistence
Administrative Relations
Relations

PERIPHERY

I Marek Hladik - Marian Mazuch - Michaela Latkova

INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE CZECH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, BRNO



Great Moravian Settlement in Mikuléice-Trapikov and Economic Hinterland of the Power Centre
Rural Economy, Centres and Organisational and Functional Principles of Great Moravia

Marek Hladik - Marian Mazuch - Michaela Latkova



Spisy archeologického tstavu AV CR Brno 62 Editor-in-chief
Studien zum Burgwall von Mikul¢ice Lumir Polac¢ek
Band XIII

PROJET MORAVIA MAGNA

MORAVIA MAGNA

sous le patronage de

UNION ACADEMIQUE INTERNATIONALE
BRUXELLES

UNION INTERNATIONALE DES SCIENCES PREHISTORIQUES
ET PROTOHISTORIQUES
(C.LPS.H. - UN.E.S.C.0)

ISSN 1804-1345



SBM XIII

STUDIEN ZUM BURGWALL VON MIKULCICE

GREAT MORAVIAN SETTLEMENT
IN MIKULCICE-TRAPIKOV

AND ECONOMIC HINTERLAND
OF THE POWER CENTRE

Rural Economy, Centres and Organisational and Functional
Principles of Great Moravia

Marek Hladik - Marian Mazuch - Michaela Latkova

With contributions from
Peter Barta - Petra Brukner Havelkova - Gabriela Dreslerova - Rastislav Milovsky

Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Archaeology, Brno
Brno 2022



The book was prepared and published with the support of the Czech Academy of Sciences and
the Institutional Support for the Long-Term Conceptual Development of a Research Organisation
(RVO: 68081758).

Reviewers
Prof. Mgr. Ji#i Machacek, Ph.D. and PhDr. Gabriel Fusek, CSc.

I‘ ? u J ? Institute of Archaeology CzeCh Academy
' Czech Acad Sci, Brno of Sciences

All rights reserved

Copyright © 2022 Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Archaeology, Brno

Copyright © 2022 Marek Hladik, Marian Mazuch, Michaela Latkova, Peter Barta, Petra Brukner Havelkova,
Gabriela Dreslerova, Rastislav Milovsky

ISBN 978-80-7524-027-9

ISSN 1804-1345



CONTENTS

1. Introduction o

2. Comments on the Historical, Methodological
and Methodical Framework of the Research 13

3. Research Objectives and Methodology 17
3.1 Research Aims 17

3.2 Research Methodology 18

4. Theoretical Models of Economic and Social

Relations Between the Great Moravian
Agglomerations and the Nearby Settlements 2

5. Archaeological Research at the Mikul¢ice-Trapikov
Site (Chronological Overview, Methodology
of Field Research, Basic Records and Publication
of Archaeological Data) 25

6. Excavation Results, Archaeological Contexts s3

7. Results of Fieldwork and Portable Finds: Artefacts
and Ecofacts s

7.1 Methods of Description, Analysis and Synthesis of Archaeological Data 45

7.1.1 Intra-Site Spatial Analyses 45

7.1.2 Artefacts: Ceramics 46

7.1.3 Ecofacts 48

7.2 Results of the Analysis and Synthesis of Archaeological Data 50

7.2.1 Spatial Relationships of Contexts and Spatial Distribution of Artefacts and
Ecofacts at the Settlement - Intra-Site Analyses 51

7.2.2 Artefacts - Pottery 62

7.2.3 Ecofacts 86

8. Archaeological Model of the Trapikov Settlement

and the Hinterland of the Mikul¢ice-Valy
Agglomeration 111

8.1 Chronology 111
8.2 Economic Strategy, the Hierarchy of Settlements, the Impact of the Centre
and the Use of Land 112



9.1

9.1.1
9.1.2
9.1.3
9.1.4

9.2

9.3

Rural Economy and Centres in the Context
of the Organisational and Functional Principles
of Great Moravia 119

Landscape, Settlements and Rural Economy in Great Moravia 119

Cultural Landscape 120

Food Production 121

Agricultural Production, Innovation and the Centres 124

Spatial Distribution of the Settlements in the Mikul¢ice Hinterland - Dwellings,
Farm and Production Buildings, Storage Pits and the Organisation of Craft
Production 128

Economic Status of Great Moravian Centres - Modelling Great Moravian
Settlement Hierarchy 134

Social Diversity, Diet and Workload in the Great Moravian Population (Elites,
Free People and Slaves) 137

10.

Conclusion 13

11.

References 147

12.

12.1
12.2
12.3

12.4

Environmental Analyses 157

Archaeozoological Analysis of the Remains of Animal Bones

from Mikulé¢ice-Trapikov (Gabriela Dreslerova) 157

Anthropological Analysis of the Skeletal Remains from Mikulé¢ice-Trapikov
(Petra Brukner Havelkova) 160

Isotopic Analysis of the Botanical Macroremains

from Mikul¢ice-Trapikov (Rastislav Milovsky) 163

Analysis of Radiocarbon Dates Measured on Samples

from Mikulé¢ice-Trapikov (Peter Barta, Marek Hladik) 165

13.

14.

15.

16.

List of Dwellings, Cultural Layer, Features
and Graves 169

Resumé 173
Tables 179

List of Contributors 221



Great Moravian Settlement in Mikul¢ice-Trapikov

1. Introduction

Economic and social relationships are the building
blocks of any historical or present-day society. These
relationships are a prerequisite for the functioning
of communities and the formation of complex so-
cial systems and are the primary focus of archaeo-
logical research as we understand it (Hrapix 2012,
111-135; 2019; MazucH/HLADIK/SKOPAL 2017, 14-20;
Nakoinz 2013). The concept of this book is based on
this statement. None of the archaeological record in-
volved in our research should be studied separately,
in isolation. We aim to maximise their information
potential and place them in a wider time and space
context. This means that localisation and dating of
the archaeological materials are fundamental to the
issues under consideration because they define (de-
limit) the community whose spatial and temporal
relationships were studied.

The primary archaeological record studied
mostly come from the rescue excavations at the
Mikulé¢ice-Trapikov site on the periphery of the
Mikul¢ice agglomeration (r16.1). These were carried
out over 15 years in the late 20th and early 21st cen-
tury (see Chapter 5). This enabled us to approach the
fieldwork in the last period (2010-2012 and 2015) not
as rescue excavations where previously the site had
been terra incognita, but as systematic excavations.
These enhanced our knowledge of the components
of the settlement network and were functionally in-
terpreted based on previous excavations. The situa-
tion enabled us to predict many circumstances of the
research during the excavations and to modify the
methodology to focus on specific historical issues.

Thus, the excavations at Trapikov in the cadas-
tral territory of Mikul¢ice could be included in the
concept of the research into socio-economic inter-
actions and social organisation in Great Moravia
and interactions with the landscape, which in-
cludes several case studies recently published (¥16. 2;
Hrapik/HLADIKOVA/TaMASKOVIC 2018). The concept is
based on the principles of relational archaeology
(MaAzucH/HLADIK/SKOPAL 2017, 14-20; WATTS 2013),
which to a large extent, draw on Kristiansen’s con-
cept of renewed modernity in archaeology (Kris-
TIANSEN 2014). In line with these theoretical con-
cepts, we intend to study global topics using the most

complex study of data on a lower local level as possi-
ble. Relational archaeology and the renewed moder-
nity theory form an ideal theoretical, linguistic and
methodological framework for research designed in
this way (Hrapik 2019). The power of both these con-
cepts crosses the boundaries of individual research
scopes. At the same time, the research scope is a cru-
cial factor influencing the final output in many ways.
However, it significantly affects the entire research
process, from excavations through description meth-
odology to data analysis and synthesis.

In terms of specific historical issues, the main
ambition of our long-term research is to engage in
a debate on the form, description and interpretation
of social and economic relations in Great Moravia.
This has been taking place among Moravian, Czech
and Slovak archaeologists and historians in recent
years (see below). Before we progress to our model
of the socio-economic relations in Great Moravia, or
more specifically, to a model of the socio-economic
relations of the Great Moravian central site of Mikul-
¢ice-Valy and the neighbouring settlements along
with the relationship of this settlement to the land-
scape, we can present actual archaeological mate-
rials discovered at the Trapikov site. As mentioned,
we aim to study the relationships in early medieval
society in a more global scope, which we deem possi-
ble by using the data from the excavations of unfor-
tified settlements around the central agglomeration
of Mikul¢ice-Valy. Generally, in such research, the
starting point we have defined about the types of
burial pits, wooden structures in graves and tombs
in Mikuléice (Mazucu/HLADIK/POLACEK 2018, 87-117)
holds true. The research into the phenomena that
provide us with plentiful resources to construct an
image of the social and economic relations in Great
Moravia, such as subsistence strategy, building/ar-
chitecture, craft and trade, is based primarily on
data from the central sites. However, to extract in-
formation from archaeological sources as efficiently
as possible, it is essential to focus on the settlement
outside the centres to balance the disproportion in
the archaeological materials from the centres with
those from the neighbouring areas. If this was not re-
flected and the disproportion remained unbalanced
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FIG. 1| The position of the Trapikov and Virgasky dunes, where the described archaeological records were excavated.

Legend: 1 - Trapikov and Virgasky, 2 - sand dunes.

then conclusions and comparisons would be made
based on abnormal data. If only data from the cen-
tral sites were used, this would just take into account
a small “anomaly” - a segment of a wide range of
social and economic interactions in the studied so-
ciety. The central sites, the notional tops (anomalies)
of the entire settlement and economic hierarchy, ac-
cumulated a great concentration of functions and
meanings, which makes it difficult to extract the
basic economic, social and spiritual patterns of the
functioning of the society. On the other hand, if we
used only data from the area outside the centres, we
would not be able to reveal the important parame-
ters of the relations between the centres, the adja-
cent area and the periphery. This is why it is neces-
sary to study the Great Moravian society in a spatially
and functionally variable “landscape”. When using
such research, we must accept a certain ambiguity
in our conclusions and that the interpretative narra-
tive models constructed on them are never going to
offer simple, or even unambiguous, answers to most
questions. Although such a statement might make us
feel desperate with ambiguity and relativisation of
any attempt at objectivity, thinking it through more
thoroughly will reveal the correctness of the pre-
sented concept. This is particularly because studying
historical societies means looking into an extremely
complex network of relationships. Therefore, our

models cannot offer simple - or even unambigu-
ous - explanations. In other words, if something in
the past used to be complex, the image of it must
also be complex.

The Trapikov settlement, where the archaeolog-
ical record used in this work was primarily discov-
ered, has a unique position in terms of the proposals
mentioned above. As will be discussed in the inter-
pretative parts of this book, the Trapikov settlement
is situated at the border of the agglomeration and its
hinterland. This allows us to see the agglomeration
and its surroundings from the unique perspective
of a link connecting two worlds, two levels of reality,
and two links in the chain of social relations in Great
Moravia.!

1 As the present text contains many mentions of “surround-
ings” and “hinterland” in various contexts, we consider it
necessary to define our understanding of these terms in our
research. The surroundings denote an area geographically
close to the agglomeration or another component of the
settlement network. It is a term that is used analytically,
without the burden of historical or cultural interpretation.
However, the term hinterland is interpretive, and is used as
such in our text. It is used in passages addressing specific
social and economic relationships between the centre and
other components of the settlement network in its sur-
roundings.
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FIG. 2 | Concept of the research into the socio-economic interactions and social organisation in Great Moravia

and the interaction with the landscape. Selected case study references: Middle Morava: Hrapik 2014, Lower

Morava: HLADIK/HLADIKOVA/TAMASKOVIC 2018; TaMASKoVI¢/HLADIK 2015; TamaSkovi¢ 2016, Podbiezniky settlement:
MazucH 2008, fortification: Hrapik et al. 2014; MazucH 2014, Mikul¢ice: Mazucu 2013; LATKOVA 2017, suburbium:
Hrapik/MazucH/POLACEK 2008, Tesicky les burial ground: HAVELKOVA et al. 2013; HraDik 2010, Prusanky burial ground:
MAZzUCH et al. 2017.
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